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Impostors of Christianity XII

Attributes of God
Past issues of these letters may be read at http://livingtheology.com/letters.htm and I encourage you to catch up with them if you have not received earlier letters.
To recognize an impostor we must first know the real.  So far we have insisted upon ten points to validate real Christianity.  Now we are looking at some attributes of God that we must also insist are required for such a validation.  A quote of John Calvin is appropriate at this point: “Man is never sufficiently touched and affected by the awareness of his lowly state until he has compared himself with God’s majesty”
So far we have looked at these attributes:

1.) God is a triune being (already covered as one of the Impostors items)

2.) God is love (1 John 4:8)

3.) God is Holy, Holy, Holy (Isaiah 6:3 and Rev 4:8)

4.) God is spirit.

Today let’s briefly investigate the attribute that God is omnipresent.  From their actions outside of “church” it seems that most people worshiping today think that God only lives in the place where they go to “worship” Him.  I say that because of the actions of the people outside of the place they go on Sunday morning.  Helping to amplify this horribly wrong impression is that we hear worship leaders say phrases in their prayers or welcome statements like “we come to Your house to praise You” or “welcome to the House of God”.  When many people walk outside of “His house” it seems that they think that God stays in “His house”!  To such people this attribute of God can be quite frightening!  God is actually everywhere at all time and so God sees and hears all that we do and say!
Here are some Scripture verses to support this attribute: 

Psalm 139:8 “If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there.”
Jer 23:24 “Can a man hide himself in hiding places, So I do not see him?" declares the Lord. "Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?" declares the Lord.”
1King 8:27 “But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Thee, how much less this house which I have built!”
God is everywhere even though His throne is in the heavens”

Psalm 123:1 (A Song of Ascents.) “To Thee I lift up my eyes, O Thou who art enthroned in the heavens!”
A verse that seems to amplify the understanding of God not being omnipresent is:

Matt 6:9 “Pray, then, in this way: 'Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name.”
Jesus seems to say that the Father is in heaven.  But, of course, we have to interpret all Scripture verses in terms of all Scripture and we have to properly understand the words used in their original language and meaning.  We have already briefly studied the triune nature of God, which gives us some clue about how God can be “in heaven” and everywhere.  In the understanding of the people at that time there were three heavens: the air surrounding us, the universe that we can perceive containing all of the other creations, and the “dwelling place” of God that we cannot see.  The last heaven is this “third heaven” to which the above verse refers and it is this place from which the Father rules all of creation.  But we do not know that this third heaven actually has an existence separate from our existence even though it is separate from our perception at this time.  We also know that Jesus bodily left the earth as described in chapter one of Acts and that He then sent the Holy Spirit to function in the world on His authority.  So one way we can perceive of the function of God is that the Father rules in Heaven, Jesus “sits” at His right hand interceding for His children, and the Holy Spirit works in the world to draw people to the Father through the intercession of Jesus.  
Col 3:1 “If then you have been raised up with Christ, keep seeking the things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.”

We also know that Jesus was involved in all of creation and in the continuing function of all of creation. 
John 1:10 “He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him.”

Col 1:17 “And He is before all things, and in Him all things hold together.”
So the Triune God is everywhere at all times in some aspect of His existence.  What a mystery!  How frightening for us sinners who have to realize that He sees and hears all that we do and say wherever we are!  Note that this Christian concept is very different from pantheism, which is “a doctrine that equates God with the forces and laws of the universe”.  The Christian God is the personal God Who actually is the author of all the forces and laws of the universe but He is not to be equated with such.  We will talk separately about Him being personal later for that is another of His critical attributes.  
So this week concentrate on thinking about God being with you wherever you go and whatever you are doing.  He is at work, at the golf course, at the camp site, at your dinner table with you and your family, at your hiking trail, etc.  Having this awareness of the presence of God will change our lives as we seek to serve Him all the time.  

